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Simonson Peter David Simonson (born January 10, 1964) is an American
film and television director. He directed the 2007 film Hancock, a

biographical comedy-drama film about writer-director Bill Murray starring
Will Smith as Larry "Leroy" Hancock. It was a critical and commercial

success, and won Smith a Golden Globe Award and an Academy Award
nomination for Best Actor. Early life Simonson was born in the New York

City borough of Queens. He was raised in Westchester County, New York.
His father was a professor at New York University. Career Simonson began
his career as an actor, appearing in Bucky O'Hare and in the pilot episode

of Law & Order (in which his father is an executive producer). He also
appeared in the FX television miniseries adaptation of Robert Ludlum's The

Bourne Identity, as well as in the movies Almost Famous, Be Cool and
Clockwatchers. Simonson became a freelance actor and director and wrote
and directed the independent thriller Fast Forward, starring Ashley Judd. In
2005, Simonson directed the second season of the NBC drama series Law &

Order, titled Law & Order: Special Victims Unit. In July 2007
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